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an encoder, wherein said encoder is in communication with said one or more 
information storage devices. 

47. The fibre channel arbitrated loop system of claim 46, wherein said blocking 
apparatus further comprises: 

a deserializer, wherein said deserializer is capable of communication with said decoder; 

a data first in / first out block, wherein said data first in / first out block is capable of 
communication with said decoder and with said comparator; 

a multiplexor, wherein said multiplexor is capable of communication with said 
comparator, with said IDLE character generator, and with said data first in / first out block. 

48. The fibre channel arbitrated loop system of claim 47, wherein said blocking 
apparatus further comprises a serializer, wherein said serializer is capable of communication 
with said encoder and with said one or more information storage devices.-- 
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REMARKS 

Claims 1 through 10 have been canceled, without prejudice. New claims 1 1 through 48 
are presented. No new matter has been entered. 
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